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ill Clinton must know by now
that ending the ban on
homosexuals in the mili-
tary was not the right mat-

ter to place at the top of his transition
agenda. It's clearly not just a civil
rights issue, but a defense issue as
well.

It’s wrong for the services to con-
duct witch hunts torid themselves of
gays. On the other hand, it will inter-
fere with discipline, morale and
fighting efficiency if sexual tensions
divide straight and gay soldiers in
military units.

One of those trying to invent a
smooth way through the conflict at
some immediate political cost to
himself is Rep. Dave McCurdy, Okla-
noma Democrat, who eavlier en-
couraged the Central [ntelligence
Agency to liberaiize its employment
policies on homosexuals.

Senior intelligence officials say
that, with Mr. McCurdy’s encourage-
ment, CIA Director Robert Gates
early this year stopped the practice
of asking potential cmployees in
polygraph tests whether they are
zay and stopped investigating em-
ployees’ sexual preferences as part
of updating their security clear-
ances.

The decision followed a 1991
study, ordered by Mr Gates and en-
couraged by Mr. McCurdy, that
found no case of a CIA employee’s
ever having been blackmailed into
committing espionage on account of
homosexuality.

Mr. McCurdy is chairman of the
House Intelligence Committee, a
member of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee and is rumored to
be a top candidate for defense secre-
tary in the Clinton administration.

To help Mr. Clinton Ffulfill his
campaign promise to end the ban on
gays and still pacify top military
commanders who oppose the move,
Mr. McCurdy is proposing to Clinton
transition advisers an immediate
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end to what he calls the services’
“search and destroy efforts” to root
out suspected gays, plus appoint-
ment of a panel of “distinguished
outsiders” to recommend how to im-
plement a policy of acceptance of
gays in the service.

“The blanket policy of discrimi-
nation is wrong," says Mr. McCurdy,
“put [Clinton] has to be careful im-
plementing his plan to reverse the
policy. The military has legitimate
concerns about privacy, morale, and
the ability of the services to per-
form.

One of McCurdy's rumored ri-
vals for the Defense job, Sen. Sam
Nunn, Georgia Democrat, has de-
fended the existing policy of ban-
ning gays. Another, the House
Armed Services chairman, Rep. Les
Aspin, Wisconsin Democrat, has yet
to speak out on the subject.

Aspin aides say their boss thinks
achangeis“inevitable”and Mr. Clin-
ton “has it just right in saying that
‘conduct’ and not ‘orientation’ ought
to be the services' concern.” But they
say Mr Aspin “is not going to give
Clinton public advice until he has
studied it"

Gen. Colin Powell, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Statf, adamantly
opposes a change in the anti-gay ban
and reportedly hopes that veterans
and family values groups will pres-
sure Congress to prevent it from be-
ing lifted.

One of Mr. McCurdy's early inter-
ventions was to warn top military
commanders that ¥r. Clinton meant
to change the policy and to urge
them to begin thinking how to do it.

A Nov. 18 article in the Daily
Oklahoman quoting Mr. McCurdy as
supporting an end to the ban on gays,
but omitting his qualifications as to
timing and process has led to an in-
flux of negative mail from Okla-
homa.

Mr. McCurdy is generally consid-
sred a conservative Democrat. He
supportetl the use of force against
Saddam Hussein, for instance, but
helping end investications of gays in
the CLA dhd the ary is a liberal
mosve,

The military has
concerns

beyond espionage,
including the fact
that troops live
together in close
quarters for long
periods. Sexual
friction could disrupt
the unity.

At the CIA, homosexuals were
routincly denied security
clearances and expelled from em-
ployment until the courts declared
the practice unconstitutional in

1988. That year, Mr. Gates, as deputy
director of the agency, presided over
the first decision by the agency 10
retain an avowed homosexual once
her identity was known.

Nevertheless, officials say, the
CIA refused to hire gays and investi-
gated to learn whether applicants
were homosexual. The theory was
that gays could be blackmailed by a
foreign nation into committing espi-
onage against their country. CIA of-
ficials say Mr Gates, with Mr
McCurdy's encouragement, ordered
the study that established that the
theory was unfounded.

For wmore than a year, CIA re-
cruiters have informed persons in-
quiring about CLA jobs that sexual
preference is not a bar to employ-
ment.

Officials emphasize that “life-
style” remains a determinant in an
applicant’s fitness for employment
and that promiscuity, bad judgment
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and violations of law remain
grounds for dismissal.

The military clearly has con-
cerns beyond espionage, including
the fact that troops often live to-
aether in close quarters for long pe-
riods. Sexual friction could disrupt
the unity of an organization.

Mr. McCurdy said it’s conceiv-
able that avowed homosexuals may
he barred from certain military spe-
cialties. Mr Clinton's solution scems
to be that sexual contact or favorit-
ism in military units will be banned.

According to the General Ac-
counting Office, the services dis-
charged 17,000 men and women
from duty during the 1980s on ac-
count of homosexuality at a cost of
more than 3300 million in investiga-
tions and legal procedures

[nvestizations often involve sur-
veillance, use of clandestine listens
ing devices, hostile interrogations
and threats to extract confessions
and the names of sexual partners.
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